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LETTER 40 - LINDA AND BRIAN 
TRESCOTT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

40-1  Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
alternative locations were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

40-2  Please see Section 1.7.2 were comments on the 
emergency plan where addressed. 

40-3  Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
alternatives were addressed. 
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LETTER 41 -  DOUGLAS NATION, TROUT 
UNLIMITED 
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Comment Response 

41-1  Comment noted. 
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LETTER 42 - JOHN SWANSON 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

42-1  NIH has maintained a small BSL-4 laboratory in 
Bethesda since the 1970s.  The laboratory was 
renovated and reopened as a BSL-4 suit 
laboratory in 1998.  The facility was never 
intended to be used for long term research.  
The facility is currently being used as an 
enhanced BSL-3 laboratory and will be used as 
a BSL-4 as the need arises. 

42-2  Past experience indicates that emerging and re-
emerging diseases will continue to pose a 
threat to the US.  The scientific program 
proposed at RML is different from that of Fort 
Detrick.  RML would include pathogenesis, 
immune response, vaccine, diagnostics and 
therapeutics and would focus on vector-borne 
pathogens, while Fort Detrick will be studying 
the disease process using physiological 
monitoring and clinical laboratory testing. 

42-3  Please see page 4-2 where comments on 
neighborhood concerns about property values 
were addressed. 
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LETTER 43 -  BOB LAKE, STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

43-1  Noise mitigations are included in the discussion 
of the proposed action.  These mitigations 
would reduce the noise to acceptable levels.  
Please see page 2-8 of the SDEIS. 
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LETTER 44 - STAR JAMESON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

44-1  Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
alternatives were discussed. 

44-2  Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
air quality were addressed. 

44-3  Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
the emergency plan were addressed. 

44-4  Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
the risk of terrorism were addressed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

44-1 

44-2 

44-3 

44-4 



5-118 
RML-Integrated Research Facility FEIS 

Chapter 5 – Response to Comments 
 

 

LETTER 45 - NADINE J. AND J. D. GREENE 

 

Comment Response 

45-1  Please see Section 1.1 where this comment is 
addressed.  No Weapons of Mass Destruction 
research will take place at any NIH facility 
including RML, as this is forbidden by a national 
security directive and international law.  Please 
also see section 4.2.1.1, Community Safety and 
Risk, Risk Assessment section. 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTER 46 - STEVE SLOCOMB 

Comment Response 

46-1  Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
alternatives were addressed. 

46-1 
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LETTER 47 - CAROL S. BLUM 

Comment Response 

47-1  Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
alternatives were addressed. 

47-2  Please see Section 1.7.1 of the SDEIS. 

47-3  The NIH has provided in the SDEIS all 
information relevant to the Proposed Action, 
including the Proposed Action’s environmental 
impacts.  While the Friends of the Bitterroot 
(FOB) submitted a request for records under 
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), the 
FOB has refused to pay the standard fees 
assessed for the records produced pursuant to 
the DHHS regulations implementing the FOIA, 
45 C.F.R. Subpart D.  DHHS has carefully 
considered FOB’s request for a waiver to these 
fees and has determined that no basis exists to 
grant the waiver under 45 C.F.R. Subpart D or 
any other law or other authority.  The public 
comment period for the SDEIS was sufficient 
under the Council on Environmental Quality 
regulations implementing NEPA and will not be 
extended. 

47-4  Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
the emergency plan were addressed. 

 Remainder of responses on following page. 

 

 

47-7 

47-6 

47-5 

47-4 

47-3 

47-2 

47-1 



5-120 
RML-Integrated Research Facility FEIS 

Chapter 5 – Response to Comments 
 

 

47-5  The Act referred to is the Public Health 
Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and 
Response Act of 2002 ("Bioterrorism Act").  
Section 201 of the Bioterrorism Act ensures 
that, for security purposes, Federal agencies 
cannot be made to release certain specific 
information about select agents -- 
predominantly related to comprehensive 
listings of agents and their locations -- under 
the Freedom of Information Act.  However, 
nothing in the Bioterrorism Act prohibits a 
facility from voluntarily releasing information to 
the public about any accident, release, theft, or 
infection involving select agents.  Further, the 
Bioterrorism Act requires that a facility that 
handles select agents must notify the Secretary 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services about any release so that the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
acting on the Secretary's behalf, can take 
appropriate action to notify the public and local 
authorities.  CDC's notification is in addition to 
any actions the facility may take.  The facility is 
not prevented from directly notifying the public 
about any accident, release, theft, or infection. 

47-6  Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
these concerns were addressed. 

47-7  Comments on the DEIS and SDEIS have been 
addressed in the SDEIS and the FEIS.  No 
additional DEIS will be produced. 



 
Chapter 5 – Response to Comments 

RML-Integrated Research Facility FEIS 
5-121 

 

LETTER 48 - CAROL S. BLUM 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

48-1  The Integrated Research Facility is designed to 
eliminate the potential of a human accident 
causing release of an agent and infection of 
anyone in the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTER 49 - HANNAH WHITNEY 
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LETTER 50 - JOHN LEHRMAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

50-1  The DEIS, SDEIS and FEIS contain an 
Alternatives Section at Section 2.2. 
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LETTER 51 - JOAN AND DAVID PERRY 

 

Comment Response 

51-1  Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
alternatives were addressed. 

51-2  Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
earthquakes or terrorism were addressed. 

51-3  Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
these resources were addressed. 

51-4  In the event of an accident or “terrorist hit” 
the Department of Transportation and Federal 
Bureau of Investigations would respond. 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTER 52 -  STEPHEN S. ELLIS 
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LETTER 53 - KENT BARBIAN 
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LETTER 54 -  RICK FUHRMAN 
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LETTER 55 -  VICKY BOHLIG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

55-1  Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
alternatives were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

55-2  The risk is none, as the risk analysis revealed 
that there was no real risk from release of 
infectious agents at a distance of 300 feet from 
the exhaust ducts.  The actual distance to the 
community exceeds 300 feet. 

55-3  Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
the emergency plan were addressed. 
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LETTER 56 -  RICHARD WHITE 
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LETTER 57 -  I AM SERENITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

57-1  Please see response to comment 39-21. 
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LETTER 58 -  PETER REYNOLDS 

 

Comment Response 

58-1  To the extent that the comment refers to a 
request for records submitted to the NIH by 
the Friends of the Bitterroot, please see the 
response to comment 47-3.  To the extent the 
comment refers to a different request made 
under the FOI Act, the NIH has provided in the 
SDEIS all information relevant to the Proposed 
Action, including the Proposed Action’s 
environmental impacts.   

58-2  Please see response to comment 39-12. 

58-3  Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
the emergency plan were addressed.  Please 
see Section 1.7.3 where comments on the use 
and disposal of hazardous chemicals were 
addressed.  Please see response to comments 
39-16, 47-5, and 47-6.  
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LETTER 59 -  JAMES B. MILLER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

59-1  Please see response to comment 47-3. 
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Comment Response 

59-2  Please see Section 4.2.1.1 of the SDEIS, 
Community Safety and Risk, where Risk 
Assessments are addressed.   
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Comment Response 

59-3  Please see the response to comment 47-3. 
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LETTER 60 -  WINSTON WEEKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

60-1  Please see the response to comment 47-3. 
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LETTER 61 -  DAREL SEIBERT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

61-1  Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
the emergency response plan were addressed. 

61-2  Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
the increased use of the incinerator were 
addressed. 

61-3  Please see response to comment 39-19. 

61-4  Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
the effects of the Proposed Action on traffic 
were addressed. 
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